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You could say that Witterings is a collection that has been waiting to happen for a very long time. 
Helen Sanderson, design director grew up in a small village near Chichester harbour. “My father 
was a boat builder and I learnt to sail with him as a child. He built one of the first wooden Merlin 
Rocket dinghies and was a founder member of our local sailing club. 
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The Witterings Collection grew organically from just one design. “I find that fabric designs suggest 
themselves in a natural and instinctive way. As soon as you have to think too hard, it invariably 
goes wrong” says Helen. The catalyst for the collection was the success of Ink Blot, a design first 
launched as part of the Indigo collection in just one blue colourway. 

Following its popularity, more designs followed and 
a watery, textural feel took over. “The colours that 
worked well in the design seemed to be light and 
organic ” says Helen. 

Other qualilties followed, such as Barnacle, a 
heavier weight chenille for upholstery and Spindrift, 
a complex weave with an artisan look using 
interesting twisted yarn and Simila, a herringbone 
weave. 

“West Wittering was one of our favourite 
beaches. It has remained so although I 
have had to move away from that wonderful 
part of the south coast. It’s lovely when you 
have your own children and you can take 
them to the places where you grew up. You 
hope that they engage with them in the way 
that you did as a child,” says Helen.
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New wide width (280 – 300 cm) Ghostnet and Driftnet 
fabrics with their diaphanous open weaves were designed 
to allow a little of the outside landscape in whilst allowing 
privacy at the same time. “With expansive windows more 
popular both in the UK, Europe and the U.S., we realised 
that there was a need for some lighter textural fabrics. 
With better insulated windows generally, there isn’t always 
the need for heavy draught-excluding drapes. These wide 
widths are also perfect for zoning larger open plan spaces,” 
says Julian Sanderson, managing director.   
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“We often do vibrant, multi colours in our prints so it was 
exciting to work with a more restricted palette with softer, 
feminine colours. You can then explore in more depth both 
texture and construction.”  The collection palette features 
ethereal pinky, sandy shades of shells, which mingle with 
the greys and blues of watery rock pools.
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“For inspiration, I take a lot of photos. There are so many fabulous and evocative colours and 
textures to be found in nature, particularly on or near the beach. After years of full format SLR/
DSLR cameras, the smart phone is a joy! Always in your pocket and so simple,” says Helen.
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 “We spend ages thinking of names rather than a 
reference number. It makes the designs more personal 
and have more meaning. There is often a story behind 
the collection, which the names enhance and explain. I 
love words and particularly colour names. If you use a 
name that people don’t recognise then hopefully they 
look it up and will remember the design that way too,” 
says Helen. 

Spindrift, Sandpiper, Cockle, Driftnet, Ghostnet are some 
of the evocative names chosen for the collection. A client 
recently pointed out that if you speak them out loud, 
they have a similar musical cadence to the place names 
of Radio 4’s Shipping Forecast.  We love that idea! 
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Chichester-based interior designer Emma Painter says, “Since I set up my own studio, I have 
used Ian Sanderson fabrics where I can to tie in with my ethos of ‘support British’ which is a no 
brainer given the quality of the fabrics and designs.

“The Witterings Collection is already a favourite with me because of my instant connection to the 
place. The range of subtle beachy colours and soft textures in a variety of weights is perfect for 
coastal interiors. The fabrics drape beautifully and I can see that this will be a collection that is 
firmly in my design toolbox for years to come.
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“My favourite from the collection is Driftnet but I 
love too the idea of Ghostnet used as the drapery 
for a contemporary four-poster in a layered colour 
combination.”
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An�i��e� Déjà vu, Emsworth is perfect for one-off vintage pieces with 
treasures to be found at Bosham Crafts Centre.

A� Emsworth annual art trail is great for finding new talent for 
interiors projects.

Auc�i�� H�u�� Henry Adams for antiques and collectables, Chichester

Bea��e� Start with coffee and cake at Billy’s on the Beach, Bracklesham 
Bay and walk from East Wittering to West Wittering taking in some 
incredible seaside homes as you go.

Ca�e� Driftwood Café, Emsworth serves coffee, cake and lunch in a 
lovely courtyard garden.

Pallant House Gallery, Chichester.

Newly opened PO10 shop, Emsworth offers furniture, gifts and 
lighting by local artisans.

Lucy Armstrong runs a café and gourmet chocolate shop in East 
Wittering
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Emma has kindly put together her insider’s guide of 

where to visit in The Witterings and surrounding area:

https://www.emmapainterinteriors.com/
http://www.dejavuemsworth.co.uk/
https://www.bosham-walk.co.uk/
http://emsworthartstrail.org.uk/
https://henryadamsfineart.co.uk/
https://www.billysonthebeach.co.uk/
http://driftwood-cafe.co.uk/
https://pallant.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?id=108431569265898&story_fbid=1758816137560758&ref=bf
https://www.lucyarmstrongchocolates.com/

